Pre-AP English Summer Reading Assignment and Books to Purchase for Class
Please read Animal Farm, written by George Orwell in 1945,  and complete the assignment below by the time you report to class for the first day of the school year. Be sure to read the background information about the Russian Revolution and the Cast of Characters that have been provided for you. If you are an auditory learner and need to listen to an audio copy of the book, you may; but you will still need to follow along with a print version in order to obtain and to write down the necessary quotes. Do not put this off till the very end of summer.
Russian Revolution Background Information

The roots of the Russian Revolution of 1917 were deep. Russia had suffered under an extremely oppressive form of government for centuries under the rule of the czars. During the 19th century the nation was filled with movements for political liberalization. 

In the long run there were several revolutions, not one. The first rebellion, known as the Decembrist uprising, took place in December 1825. Members of the upper classes, including many former soldiers, staged a revolt after the death of Alexander I. The revolt failed, but it provided an inspiration to succeeding generations of dissidents. 

The next revolution took place in 1905, after the Russo-Japanese War, which Russia lost. It appeared briefly that public discontent would force Czar Nicholas II to establish a constitutional monarchy. Such a change, however, would not have satisfied either the czar or his opponents. Radical revolutionaries continued to fight for a democratic republic, and the czar wanted to retain his control of the peasants. 

The next two revolutions were successful. They occurred during World War I, when Russian military forces were hard pressed by the Germans. The March Revolution of 1917 led to the abdication of Nicholas (and the assassination of Nicholas and his family of Romanovs) and the installation of a provisional government. The leader of this government was Alexander Kerensky, who was eventually forced from power. (He later immigrated to the United States.) 

The last revolution took place in November of the same year. (Because the date was in October on the old Russian calendar, it is usually called the October, or Octobrist, Revolution.) It brought to power the Bolshevik wing of the Communist party, led by Lenin. The Bolsheviks established the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics under the dictatorship of the Communist party. In the end Lenin and his followers established a regime that was more rigidly tyrannical than that of any czar.
"Russian Revolution" Compton's by Britannica. Encyclopedia Britannica. Encyclopedia 
Britannica, 2011. Web. 24  Mar. 2011.
Character Analysis Assignment
Choose ONE of the following main characters: 

Napoleon

Snowball

Boxer

Choose TWO traits that fit your chosen character:

You may use character traits listed below, if necessary.

As you read, find at least SIX brief quotes of descriptions or actions for each of the two character traits that you selected for your one chosen character. These quotes of the text should support the TWO character traits that you chose for your ONE character. They should be usable quotes—evidence to prove the traits in an essay about your chosen character.
Come to class with a completed list of 12 quotes on your chosen character. The list of quotes may be typed or handwritten. 

You should have ONE character—Napoleon, Snowball, OR Boxer—with TWO traits and SIX quotes for each trait. 2 x 6 = 12.
CAST of CHARACTERS and WHAT/WHOM THEY REPRESENT 

Mr. Jones - The aristocracy, Nicholas II
Old Major - Lenin and Marx
Napoleon - Stalin
Squealer - Pravda, Russian propaganda newspaper
Snowball - Trotsky
Boxer - Proletariat, unskilled labor
Pigs - Communist Party loyalists
Dogs - KGB, bodyguards of Stalin
Mollie - the bourgeoisie
Moses - the exploitation of religion
Muriel - educated working class
Old Benjamin - smart, but uninspired donkey
Rats and rabbits - socialist movement
Pigeons - socialist propaganda
Farm buildings - Kremlin
Windmill - Russian industry built by the working class
Mr. Frederick - Hitler
Pinchfield - Germany
Mr. Pilkington - capitalism of England and the U.S. 

SAMPLE CHARACTER TRAITS 

active, adventurous, affectionate, alert, ambitious, angry, anxious, apologetic, arrogant, attentive, 
bold, bossy, brave, bright, brilliant, busy,

calm, careful, careless, cautious, charming, cheerful, childish, clever, coarse,
concerned, confident, confused, considerate, cooperative, courageous, cowardly, cross, cruel, curious, 
dangerous, daring, decisive, demanding, dependable, depressed, determined, discouraged, dishonest, disrespectful, doubtful, dull, dutiful, 
eager, easygoing, efficient, encouraging, energetic, evil, expert, 
faithful, fearful, fearless, fierce, foolish, foul, friendly, frustrated, funny, 
gentle, giving, graceful, grateful, greedy, grouchy, grumpy, guilty,
happy, harsh, hateful, helpful, honest, hopeful, hopeless, humorous,
ignorant, imaginative, impatient, impolite, inconsiderate, independent, industrious, innocent, intelligent, 
kind, 
lazy, lively, lonely, loving, loyal, 
mature, miserable, mysterious, 
nervous, noisy, 
obedient, obnoxious, 
peaceful, pleasant, polite, popular, positive, precise, proper, proud, 
quick, quiet, 
rational, reliable, responsible, restless, rough, rowdy, rude, 
scared, secretive, selfish, serious, sharp, shy, silly, skillful, sly, smart, sneaky, spoiled, stern, stingy, strange, strict, stubborn, sweet, 
talented, thankful, thoughtful, thoughtless, tolerant, touchy, trusting, trustworthy
unfriendly, unhappy, useful, 

weak, wicked, wise
Books to Purchase for Class
These are the books you will need to purchase. You will need the exact edition, which can be found by searching with the ISBN. They are all readily available online at amazon.com or abe.com as used books in good or like new condition.
1. To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee - Grand Central Publishing 0-446-31078-6

2. Night by Elie Wiesel - Hill and Wang 0-374-50001-0

3. Shakespeare's Julius Caesar - Signet Classics 0-451-52689-9

4. A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens - Bantam Classic 0-553-21176-5
